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ADVERTISEMENT. 



THEfollomng pages were employed 
by the Author in tlie instruction of 
her own children, immediately (rfter the 
" Conversations'' They will conse- 
quently he found adapted to children 
a very little older. She may he per- 
mitted to add, that the plan of intro- 
ducing young minds to the doctrines of 
Christianity in the way which its first 
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4 ADVERTISEMENT. 

promulgators adopted, viz. through 
the study of the historical facts con- 
nected mth it, she has found to he 
attended with the most encouraging 
success^ 
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A SHORT ACCOUNT 



FIRST PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL. 



My dear diildren wish to know 
what became of the Apostles after 
our Lord Jesus Christ left them; — 
how a few poor, ignorant, timorous 
men> as they were, could obey thdr 
Lord's command, to " go and teach 
all nations," or, if they did attempt 
to do so, how it was that they should 
get whole nations to Usten to them, 
a3 

Oigitized by Google 



b FIRST PREACHING 

and, in time, even bring all the civi- 
lized world to acknowledge the truth 
pf what they taught, and in some 
measure to be governed by it. 

Now I am going to write you an 
account of the way in which these 
things happened, as I have learned 
them myself from a book by one of 
the sacred writers, called the Acts 
of the Apostles, ouf of which I have 
already read to you several interest- 
ing histories, but which being written 
for the use of older people, does not 
give so short and easy an account of 
the whole, as younger ones seem to 
require. 

I should, indeed, have told my 
dear children these things, if they 
had not asked me, shortly; but I 
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OF THE GOSPEL. 7 

am glad that you have ; for young 
people, as well as older ones, are 
very apt to be curious about what 
does not concern them, while they 
do not inquire, because they do not 
think or care about, how their best 
blessings come to them ; and then 
they scarcely deserve to be told. 
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CHAPTER L 

Of the Promise given to the Apostles. 
They return to Jerusalem^ and choose 
an Apostle in the^ room of Judas. 

Our Conversations on the life of 
Jesus Christ finished with his ascen- 
sion into Heaven. I will repeat the 
gracious promise which He left with 
his Disciples; ''Lo, I am with you 
always, even unto the end of the 
world:" though He left them, yet 
He was to be with them always — 
how could this be ? It means, that 
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Ch. I.] OF THE GOSPEL. 9 

though, as Man, our Lord would 
no longer be present with them, yet 
that his Spirit, the Spirit of God 
that is, who dwelt in Him, would 
come md abide with them for ever. 
Now this promise was given to his 
Disciples unto the end of the world; 
to U9, then, as well as to them ;— 
let us see how it was fiilfiUed. 

But first you will wish to know 
what became of the Apostles when 
they lost sight of their Lord. Two 
Angels, you remember, stood by 
them, and roused them from their 
sorrowful meditation by these words : 
" Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye 
gazing up into Heaven ? this same 
Jesus who is taken from you into 
Heaven shall so come, as ye have 
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10 FIRST iPREACHlNG [Ch. I. 

seen Him go into Heaven." The 
Apostles gave heed to their hea- 
venly messengers, "and returned to 
Jerusalem to wait there, as the Lord 
had commanded them, for " the pro- 
mise of the Father," — ^the coming of 
the Holy Ghost, which was to take 
place not many days after. 

We next read of their being as- 
sembled together, with the mother 
of Jesus, and other Disciples, in an 
upper room in one of their houses, 
consoling each other by conversation 
and prayer. 

It was at this time that they chose 
another Apostle, in the room of Judas 
Iscariot : that imhappy Being, on 
finding that his Master was indeed 
about to sufiFer the cruel death to 
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€h. I.] OP THE GOSPEL. 11 

which he had betrayed Him, went 
out, we are told, (unable to bear the 
agony of his feelings,) and hanged 
himself. 

The Disciples then, about a hun- 
dred and twenty of them, met to- 
gether, and chose two men from 
among their company, who, having 
been followers of Jesus Christ, might 
be proper witnesses with themselves 
to the world, of his life, death, and 
resurrection. Having prayed to their 
Master for help on this important 
occasion, as to which of these two 
men should be chosen. He signified 
that Matthias should be appointed 
to fill the place of Judas. 

This must have been an anxious 
period to the Apostles; prepared. 
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12 FIRST PREACHING [Ch. h 

however, to do their Lord's will, 
whenever it should be revealed to 
them, they would now naturally 
think over, and talk over, all He 
had ever said while He was living 
among them. They would remem- 
ber, no doubt, especially, his com^ 
tnand to go and teach all nations, 
wondering, probably, as you have 
done, how they — ^poor, and despised, 
and unlearned, and timorous — ^were 
to spread the knowledge of their 
Divine Master through the world, — 
to teach all nations! the high and 
mighty of the earth, as well as the 
low-bom and ignorant. They, un- 
skilled in any language but their 
own, were to persuade people of all 
tongues. How could these things be? 
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Ch. I.] OF THE GOSPEL. 13 

Doubtless they relied on their Sa- 
viour's words: His Spirit — the Holy 
Spirit of God, was to come unto 
them, and to make all things pos- 
sible. iThis was the promise they 
waited for: God, who had at dif- 
ferent times given glorious signs of 
his presence to their forefathers, 
both in the\ Temple at Jerusalem, 
and to favoured persons of their 
nation, — He who had dwelt in 
Christ Jesus with them on earth, 
was again to reveal Himself, and 
to dwell in the hearts of good 
Christians of all nations for ever, 
as their comforter and guide. We 
shall see what was now to be the 
sign of his coming. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

Descent of the Holy Ghost on the day of 
Pentecost — Gift of Tongues. 

The Disciples of Jesus perhaps 
expected that their Master's promise 
would be fulfilled to them on the 
day 9f Pentecost, the eleventh day 
after his ascension; and I will tell 
you why. It was a feast day, or 
day of public rejoicing, kept by the 
Jews at the beginning of their wheat 
harvest, in which they praised God 
as the Giver of all the fruits of the 
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Ch. II.] OF THE GOSPEL. 15 

earth; it was also the day on which 
God had of old delivered his laws 
to Moses from Mount Sinai, and 
was the next great festival to the 
Passover. The Disciples, then, very 
likely, would look to this day (on 
which God had formerly spoken to 
their fathers) for the fulfilment of 
their Master's promise. 

We find, accordingly, that when 
the day of Pentecost was come, they 
were all assembled together in one 
place. "And suddenly there came a 
soxmd from Heaven, as of a rushing 
mighty wind, and it filled all the 
house where they were sitting. And 
there appeared unto them" flam^ 
of fire, shaped like cloven tongues; 
and they sat upon each of them. 
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16 FIRST PREACHING [Ch. II. 

'' And they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and began to speak 
with other tongues," (i. e. languages) 
^' as the Spirit gave them utterance." 
Thus, then, was this glorious reve- 
lation made to man. The promise 
which Christ bade his Disciples wait 
for, was fulfilled. God had once 
more visited his people, — He who 
was in Christ, — God the Holy 
Ghost was come unto them. The 
rushing wind, those bright appear- 
ances shaped like cloven tongues of 
fire, were the signs of his presence 
within them ; for *' no man hath 
seen God at any time." And im- 
mediately, it seems, they fdt the 
effects of his presence on their 
minds. They *' began to speak with 
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Ch. II.] OF THE GOSPEL. 17 

Other tongues," other languages that 
is; and this is the first miracle which 
was performed by the Holy Ghost. 

But before I go on, I will answer 
a question which one of you asked 
me yesterday; — why God's Holy 
Spirit is called also the Holy Ghost? 
The two words have the same mean- 
ing, since Ghost means Spirit. But 
I must explain to you what we mean 
by this word Spirit. We use it when 
we would speak of some Being which 
is not a body, — which we cannot 
therefore see. God is called in 
Scripture a Spirit, because no man 
hath seen Him, or can see Him; 
and dwelling in the hearts and minds 
of men. He is called the Holy Spirit, 
or Holy Ghost. 

b3 
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18 FIRST PREACHING [Ch. II. 

But to coirtinue: tlie great event 
I have told you of, could not pass 
unnoticed at Jerusalem. It was 
quickly " noised abroad," — talked 
of that is. 

" Now there were dwelling at Je- 
rusalem devout men" (rehgious men) 
" out of every nation under heaven." 
And a multitude of these men came 
together, it seems, to be ear-wit- 
nesses of the truth of this extraor- 
dinary fact. Great, then, was their 
astonishment, we are told, when 
every man heard the Apostles speak 
in his own language. "Behold," 
said they, one to another, " are not 
these which speak Galileans," (na^ 
tives of the poorest and most im- 
civilized province of the country 
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Ch. II.] OP THE GOSPEL- 19 

inhabited by the Jews,) " and 
how hear we every man in our 
own tongue wherein we were bom ? 
Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, 
and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, 
and in Judea, and Cappadocia, in 
Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia, and 
Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the 
parts of Lybia about Cyrene, and 
strangers of Rome, Jews and pro- 
selytes, Cretes and Arabians, we do 
hear them speak in our tongues, the 
wonderful works of God." 

Now here, my children, you find 
an explanation of one of the things 
which so much puzzled you, — how 
poor ignorant men like the Apostles, 
could make themselves understood 
by the people of other nations, whom 
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20 FIRST PREACHING [Ch. II. 

they were commanded to go and 
teach. 

The Holy Spirit, you see, fitted 
them, by this gift of tongues, for the 
service they were to undertake. It 
was indeed a most important gift; 
without it, the Apostles could not 
have obeyed their Lord's command 
to teach all nations. Their teach- 
ing must have been confined to their 
own nation, and they must have 
trusted the office of converting all 
who were not natives of Judea, to 
others more learned than themselves. 

You shall hear what efiect this 
miracle produced on those who wit- 
nessed it, in the next chapter. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Peter speaks to the People. What is 
meant by the Chiistian Church. 

While those people of diflferent 
nations, who had heard their own 
languages thus miraculously spoken, 
reasoned with each other what this 
should mean, Peter, with the rest 
of the Apostles, came forward. Pe- 
ter, — no longer weak and timorous 
as when for fear of the Jews he 
had denied his Master, — spoke with 
boldness to the people. He re- 
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22 FIRST PREACHING [Ch.III. 

minded them that all those thmgs 
which had come to pass oh that 
day, had been foretold by their own 
prophets, many hundred years ago. 
Their prophet Joel had said, ^' And 
it shall come to pass, saith God, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon 
all flesh; . . . and I will shew wonders 
in heaven above and in the earth 
beneath." Peter then went on to 
speak to them of Jesus ; ^^ Ye men 
of Israel," said he, '^ hear these 
words : Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
shown forth by God among you, 
by signs and wonders which God 
did by Him in the midst of you, 
as ye yourselves know;... Him ye 
have taken, and by wicked hands 
have crucified and slain ; . . . . this 
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Ch. III.] OF THE GOSPEL. 23 

Jesus hath God raised up, whereof 
we all are witnesses. Therefore 
being by the right hand of God 
exalted, and having received of the 
Father the promise of the Holy 
Ghost, He hath shed forth this 
which ye now see and hear." 

Now when the people heard these 
words, " they were pricked in their 
hearts," (their conscience, that means, 
reproached them,) ^^and they said 
unto Peter, and to the rest of the 
Apostles, Men and brethren, what 
shall we do ? " Peter answered, 
'^ Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission" (forgive- 
ness) " of sins, and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost." Then 
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24 FIRST PREACHING [Ch. III. 

those who really repented, and gladly 
received the Apostle's words, were 
baptized. But this was not all. 
That day three thousand persons 
more were baptized into Christ's 
name; and thus was the first Chris- 
tian Church formed. 

But you will ask perhaps, — what 
building could hold all these people ? 

I must tell you, then, that I am 
not now speaking of the building in 
which these Christians met together. 
By the Christian Church I mean, 
not a building, but a set of people; 
that is, all Christ's faithful servants 
upon earth, — all who are baptized 
into his name, and own Him for 
their Head; to whatever particular 
society they may belong, — in what- 
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Ch. III.] OF THE GOSPEL. 25 

ever country they may live, — or 
under whatever buildings they meet 
together. 

At the time of which we are 
speaking, the Church of Christ con- 
sisted of but one society of Chris- 
tians, viz. this Church at Jerusalem. 
As the number of Christians in- 
creased, there were of course many 
different societies or Churches form- 
ed, which were governed by their 
own Clergy or Ministers, — ^but all 
belonged to, forming part of, the 
one imiversal Church of Christ. 

But I know you will ask, — ^had 
these Christians no such places as 
our Churches to meet together in, 
and worship God as we do ? 

No : they met in private rooms 
c 
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26 FIRST PREACHING [Ch. IH. 

in each other's houses for that pur- 
pose ; but I shall tell you more 
about the manner in which the first 
Christian Church was governed, an- 
other time. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Peter and John cure the Lame Man at 
the Beautiful Gate of the Temple. 

And now I will tell you by what 
means the Apostles were permitted 
to confirm the faith of the believers 
in Christ, and also to convert others. 

In the first place, the Holy Ghost 
gave them power to work miracles 
as Christ did when He was on earth; 
in order that men might know, when 
they saw these miracles, that God 
was with them; and that therefore 
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28 FIRST PREACHING [Ch. IV. 

their words and their witness about 
our Saviour were true. 

The miracle which I am going 
to speak of, is, the cure of a lame 
man by two of the Apostles. I will 
tell it to you nearly in the words of 
St. Luke. 

Peter and John went up together 
into the Temple about the ninth 
hour of the day. And a certain 
man who had been lame from his 
birth, was carried every day, and 
laid at a gate of the Temple, which 
was called Beautiful, to ask alms 
(charity that is) of those who went 
into the Temple. Seeing Peter and 
John passing, he asked of them an 
alms. And Peter fixing his eyes on 
him with John^ said, " Look on us." 
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Ch. IV.3 OF THE GOSPEL. 29 

And he looked on them, expectmg 
to receive something of them. Then 
Peter said, " Silver and gold have I 
none ; but such as I have I give 
thee : in the name of Jesus of Na- . 
zareth, rise up and walk." And he 
took him by his right hand, and 
lifted him up : and immediately 
his feet and ancle bones received 
strength. And he leaping up stood, 
and walked, and entered with them 
into the Temple, walking, and leap- 
ing, and praising God. And all the 
people saw him, '' and they knew 
that it was he which sat for alms 
at the Beautiful gate of the Temple, 
and they were filled with wonder 
and amazement at that which had 
happened unto him." And as the 
c3 
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30 FIRST PREACHING [Ch. IV. 

lame man who was healed held by 
Peter and John, the people all ran 
together into the porch which is 
called Solomon's. 

And when Peter saw this, he said 
to them, "Ye men of Israel, why- 
marvel ye at this ? Or why look 
ye so earnestly on us, as though by 
our own power or hoUness we had 
made this man to walk?'* And he 
then tells them, that it is through 
faith in the Lord Jesus, — that is, by 
believing on Him, — that this man 
hath been made strong. These were 
his words: — " The God of Abraham, 
and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God 
of our Fathers, hath glorified his 
Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, 
and denied Him in the presence of 
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Pilate, when he was determined to 
let him go. But ye denied the Holy 
One and the Just, and desired a 
murderer to be granted unto you ; 
and killed the Prince of life, whom 
God hath raised from the dead ; 
whereof we all are witnesses. And 
his name, through faith in his 
name, hath made this man strong, 
whom ye see and know." " And 
now, brethren," he continued, '' I 
believe that through ignorance, ye 
did it, as did also your rulers. . .K 
Repent, therefore, and be con- 
verted, that your sins may be blot- 
ted out." 

I believe I have used this word 
" converted," or convert, otice be- 
fore. To be converted means, to 
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32 FIRST PREACHING [Ch. IV. 

be changed. A Christian convert 
is one, who, being convinced of the 
truth of the Christian religion, has 
changed the belief which he held, 
and the conduct he practised before, 
for that which the Christian religion 
teaches. 

A great number of persons, it 
seems, were converted by this mi- 
racle. Indeed, it strikes us alto- 
gether with surprise, when we read, 
that in the very city where Jesus 
had been crucified, so short a time 
after his death, above five thousand 
persons were found, openly profess- 
ing to be his servants, — separating 
themselves, at the risk of their lives 
and properties, firom imbelievers, — 
casting off all their favourite sins, — 
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and, many of them, oflFering their 
fortunes, to be divided for the com- 
mon good. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Some Remarks on the Gifts of the Holy 
Spirit. 

When I read to you my last 
chapter, I found that it seemed to 
you that the early Christians were 
better off than we are, because they 
had miraculous gifts from the Holy 
Ghost; and you seemed to think 
that we cannot expect to be so holy 
and good as they were, because we 
are not so highly favoured. 

I promised to explain this matter 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



ch. v.] of the gospel. 35 

to you more fully; and I will do so 
before I continue my history. 

There were two kinds of gifts 
bestowed by the Holy Spirit of God 
on the early Christians: the first 
were outward gifts, Hke those mira- 
culous powers I have mentioned; 
such as speaking in unknown tongues, 
prophesying, healing the sick, &c., 
which were given to the Apostles, and 
through them to others; but through 
them only; so that when the last 
Apostle died, they ceased altogether. 

The second kind of the Holy 
Spirit's gifts were inward; such as 
holy desires, good thoughts, and a 
right judgment ; and these are the 
gifts which could alone forward them 
or us on our way to eternal Kfe,— 
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36 FIRST PREACHING [Ch.V. 

and these we possess in common 
with them. 

The first kind of gifts — ^the power, 
viz. of working miracles, — the early 
Christians had a need of which we 
cannot have. They had to. teach 
the world the rehgion of Jesus, 
Christ, — ^to teach, not as our mis- 
sionaries do now, — ^going forth firom 
an enlightened nation to instruct 
those who look up to them already 
as their superiors. But these men 
went forth from a despised class of 
persons in their own despised coun- 
try, to teach the proud and the 
learned of this world ; they wanted 
then, we can easily see, the help 
of miracles to gain attention even, 
to what they said. 
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Besides, they were exposed to 
trials and temptations which we are 
safe from, — ^to sufferings, indeed, as 
you will soon hear, of the severest 
kind; they required, therefore, the 
power of working miracles to prove, 
— perhaps to themselves, but cer- 
tainly to others, — that they were 
not deserted by God. 

In these days, you know, Christ's 
religion is estabUshed, — acknow- 
ledged to be true, that is, — and we 
are no longer in fear of being put 
to death for the love of our Master, 
as they were. 

But God's Holy Spirit has not 
left us to ourselves; we have the 
Holy Scriptures, which stand us in- 
stead of miracles, telKng us, as they 

D 
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38 FIRST PREACHING [Ch. V. 

do, of those very miracles, and teach- 
ing us all things necessary to our 
salvation. 

We have, too, as I said, his in- 
ward gifts; and think now, dear chil- 
dren, of what I am going to say. 
When the Holy Spirit gives people 
power to overcome their wicked ha- 
bits, — when He puts into their hearts 
good thoughts and good desires, — 
when He changes all that is wicked 
in them, so that, through his help, 
the unjust become just, the proud 
humble, the angry gentle, the selfish 
kind; — think whether we have not 
as much reason io be grateful to 
Him as if He still opened our mouths 
to speak with other tongues, or en- 
abled us to prophesy, or heal the 
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sick among us. These outward gifts 
might even have made us proud and 
vain; but the inward gifts I have 
been speaking of, put it into our 
power to live as becomes the re- 
deemed creatures of Jesus Christ. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

History of Anankis and Sapphira. 

I AM now going to tell you a 
history which proves that not all 
who call themselves Christians, and 
vnsh for Christ's promises, are his 
faithful servants. It is a painful 
story, and shows that sin had even 
thus early crept into the Christian 
Church. 

It seems that many persons among 
this band of Christians, who possessed 
land or other property^ sold it, and 
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brought the price to the Apostles, to 
make up, as it is supposed, a fimd or 
purse of money, out of which they, 
and others who intended to devote 
themselves to teaching the Gospel, 
might be maintained without fur- 
ther trouble to themselves. 

Now a riian named Ananias, and 
Sapphira his wife, had some property, 
which they sold, and brought, as 
they pretended, the whole of the 
money it sold for, to the Apostles; 
while in truth they kept back part 
of the price, thus cheating the so- 
ciety to which they belonged, and 
attempting, as it were, to deceive 
the Holy Spirit of God. 

Peter, however, was enabled by 
God to discover the falsehood, and 
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to show the Divine abhorrence of 
the sin, by inflicting death on the 
offenders. " Thou hast not lied 
unto men, but unto God," said Pe- 
ter to Ananias. And he fell down 
dead. Sapphira soon after coming 
in, repeated the same falsehood, and 
shared her husband's punishment. 

This is one of the few miracles 
of wrath that we read of; Christ, 
indeed, appears to have worked none 
such; but the Apostles were per- 
mitted, in some few instances, thus 
to show forth God's power of pun- 
ishing. 

The sin of Ananias and Sapphira 
is one, however, of which we cannot 
be guilty. We may tell a lie, in- 
deed, and this God abhors; but we 
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cannot do as they did,— attempt to 
deceive God's Holy Spirit, in trying 
to deceive an Apostle whom he in- 
spired. And it is for this reason 
that Peter says, " Thou hast not 
lied unto meny but unto GodJ' 

Many miracles of mercy were 
done at this time by the Apostles, 
especially Peter. Multitudes of sick 
people were brought into the streets 
that he might heal them. Other 
signs and wonders also were done 
among the people of Jerusalem, so 
that numbers, both of men and wo- 
men, were added to the Church. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

The Apostles Persecuted, 

You may suppose, that the ene- 
mies of Jesus and his followers saw, 
with anger and alarm, the influence 
which the Apostles were gaining 
over the minds of the people. These 
poor ignorant men, whose attempts 
they probably at first despised, had 
already spread the knowledge and 
love of their crucified Master, through 
thousands of their fellow-citizens. 
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The Chief Priests, with those be- 
longing to the sect of the Saddu- 
cees, first took up the matter; they 
seized the Apostles and put them 
into prison. But the angel of the 
Lord opened the prison doors by 
night, and set them free, command- 
ing them to go into the Temple, 
and speak to the people '* the words 
of eternal life." 

The following morning, when the 
High Priest sent to have the pri- 
soners brought before him, his mes- 
sengers found the prison empty; and 
heard, that the Apostles were at that 
very time preaching in the Temple. 

To the Temple the High Priest 
sent, and the Apostles were brought 
before his council. 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



46 FIRST PREACHING [Ch. VIL 

He asked them, *' Did we not 
command you, that yoa should not 
preach in this name?" (meaning the 
name of Christ); the Apostles an- 
swered, '* We ought to obey God 
rather than men. The God of our 
Fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye 
slew and hanged on a tree. Him 
hath God exalted to be a Prince and 
a Saviour, to give repentance and 
forgiveness of sins. And we are his 
witnesses of these things." 

When the Chief Priests and Elders 
heard these words, they were cut 
to the heart, we are told ; yet they 
did not repent, for they consulted 
together how they might slay these 
men. 

One of them, however, wiser or 
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more mercifiil than the rest, named 
Gamaliel, advised that they should 
be let alone ; since if the Gospel 
they preached were their own de- 
vice (their own invention that means), 
it would come to nothing; but if it 
were really from God, they could 
not overthrow it. His advice was 
taken, and the Apostles, after hav- 
ing been beaten, and commanded 
not to speak in the name of Jesus, 
were set at liberty. 

And here perhaps you will say, 
were not the Apostles now afraid? 

No : they rejoiced that they were 
counted worthy to suffer for Christ's 
sake; and they continued to teach 
and baptize as He had commanded. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

The Seven Deacons. — Stephen's Death. 

As the number of Christians in- 
creased, the Apostles' labours in- 
creased also, and they found them- 
selves unable to perform aU the 
duties which pressed upon them, in 
teaching, baptizing, and managing 
the charities and other aflPairs be- 
longing to the Church. They there- 
fore desired some of the disciples to 
look out among themselves for seven 
holy and discreet men, who had also 
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received the gifts of the Holy Ghost, 
and to whom they might entrust the 
care of the charities, and various 
other oflSces, some of them resem- 
bling those which our Clergy now 
perform. They were called the 
seven Deacons. I shall mention 
their names, because two of them 
were afterwards remarkable. Ste- 
phen, PhiUp, Prochorus, Nicanor, 
Timon, Parinenas, and Nicolas. 

And now I shall relate the history 
of the first Christian martyr. But 
I must first explain the word I have 
used. 

The word martyr, then, means 
witness. A martyr is one who 
suffers for bearing witness to the 
truth. 

E 
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Stephen, one of the seven Dea^ 
cons I have mentioned, was the first 
Christian martyr. He had been 
permitted to work many miracles, 
which, with his boldness in speak- 
ing the Gospel truths, had fixed on 
him the anger of the chief persons 
among the Jews. He was seized, 
and dragged before the council of 
Chief Priests; and false witnesses 
were procured, who declared that 
they had heard him speak blasphe- 
mous words against God, and against 
his servant Moses. 

Now as Stephen sat listening to 
these charges, his face, we are told, 
seemed, as it were, the face of an 
angel. Being permitted to answer 
the accusations brought against him. 
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he called on all present to attend; 
and then spoke to the Jews of their 
own history from the time of Abra- 
ham their forefather, and showed 
that their own revered Moses had 
witnessed of Christ. He reminded 
them of the sins of their forefathers, 
and of their having slain some of 
the Prophets who had foretold the 
coming of Christ; and he ended by 
accusing them of having murdered 
the Holy and the Just One. 

This was more than his indignant 
hearers could bear; they were cut 
to the heart, and gnashed upon him 
with their teeth. 

But Stephen was at this moment 
cheered by a glorious vision. " Be- 
hold," he said, '' I see the heavens 
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opened, and the Son of Man stand- 
ing at the right hand of God ! " 

Then they all cried out, and 
stopped their ears. Stephen was 
cast out of the city, and the false 
witnesses, having laid down their 
clothes at the feet of a young man 
named Saul, stoned him; while the 
holy martyr called on God, and said, 
" Lord Jesus, receive my spirit" He 
then kneeled down, and, foUovnng 
his blessed Lord's example, prayed 
for his murderers v^th his dying 
hps : *' Lord, lay not this sin to 
their charge." And when he had 
said this, he fell into the sleep of 
death. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Further Persecution of the Christians, 
Their Flight from Jerusalem. — The 
Gospel preached to the Samaritans.'^ 
The Ethiopian converted by Philip. 

The death of Stephen, far from 
satisfying the vengeance of the un- 
beheving Jews, seemed, on the con- 
trary, only a signal for further per- 
secution of the Christians; and they 
were obhged to fly from Jerusalem 
into the country, scattering them- 
selves through Judea and Samaria. 
E 3 
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Thus God's Holy Spirit ordered 
it, that the Samaritans should be the 
next people to hear the tidings of 
salvation. Their particular teacher 
was Philip, another of the Deacons. 
He went down to the city of 
Samaria, and preached the Gospel 
there, healing the sick, and work- 
ing many other miracles. 

The Samaritans were not inat- 
tentive or thankless hearers of the 
word of God; we are told that they 
listened with one accord to Philip, 
that he baptized them, and that 
there was great joy in their city. 
The Apostles (who had remained 
at Jerusalem) afterwards sent to 
them Peter and John, that they 
might receive the gifts of the Holy 
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Ghost, which, as I have told you 
before, only an Apostle could be- 
stow. 

But I must not forget to tell you 
about Philip's Ethiopian convert. 

Philip had received a command 
from God, to travel towards a cer- 
tain desert^ south of Jerusalem ; 
there he met an Ethiopian Jew, 
of no mean consequence, the trea- 
surer of Candace, Queen of Ethi- 
opia. Ethiopia, I think you will 
easily remember, is a country in 
the centre of Africa, therefore at an 
immense distance from Jerusalem. 

You will wonder for what pur- 
pose he had travelled so far. 

He had been to Jerusalem, to 
worship in the Temple ; and a zea- 
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lous worshipper of God he must 
have been, to take that long and 
weary journey, over bummg plains, 
and through sandy deserts, to oflFer 
sacrifice to his God. 

But God had seen, and was about 
to reward his faith. As he was re- 
turning in his chariot, reading the 
prophecies of Isaiah, Phihp met 
him, and, according to the com- 
mand he had received, spoke to 
him : '* Understandest thou what 
thou readest?" ''How can I,*' said 
he, " unless some man should guide 
me?" Philip then got into the cha- 
riot, and found him reading that 
part of the prophecy, in which Isaiah 
speaks of the sufferings of Christ : 
" He was led as a sheep to the 
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slaughter, and like a lamb diimb be- 
fore his shearers, so he opened not 
his mouth." Phihp explained to 
him, that Jesus was the person spo- 
ken of in these passages; and he 
went on to preach to him the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

The Ethiopian listened to Philip 
with the deepest attention ; and as 
they came near some water, he de- 
sired to be baptized. Philip told 
him, that if he beheved with all his 
heart, he should be baptized: and 
he answered, " I beheve that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God." They 
then jgot out of the chariot, and 
Philip baptized him in the water, 
after which they parted, — the Ethi- 
opian saw his Christian teacher no 
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more, but he went on his way re- 
joicing. 

In another world, doubtless, they 
will meet again in joy. 
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CHAPTER X. 

The Conversion of Paul* 

I AM now going to speak of the 
great Apostle Paul, or Saul, whose 
history will take up the chief part 
of our attention in future. To us, 
indeed, his history is peculiarly in- 
teresting, for he was the Apostle 
to the Gentiles; and to him, prin- 
cipally, as one of the chief instru- 
ments of God, we, as well as all 
the rest of the Gentile world, owe 
our conversion to Christianity. 
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Recollect what I have fonnerly 
told you about the word Gentfle; — 
it means people, and was used by 
the Jews for all the heathen nations, 
all people who were not Jews. We, 
then, were Gentiles, and may well 
rejoice that Christ did not confine 
salvation to the Jews alone. But 
I will begin my history. 

Paul was a Jew, of the tribe of 
Benjamin; bom at Tarsus, a city 
in Cilicia. He was of the sect of 
the Pharisees, brought up in the 
strictest obedience to the law of 
Moses, and learned in all the written 
and unwritten laws and customs of 
his people. Zealous for the rehgion 
of his forefathers, he was conse- 
quently the bitter persecutor of the 
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Christians. Not only did he con- 
sent to Stephen's death, but, as you 
mav remember, he held the clothes 
of his miu-derers. In the bitter per- 
secution which followed that holy 
martyr's death, he took an active 
part ; he bound and imprisoned 
Christians, both men and women, 
wherever he could lay hold on them; 
persuading himself all the while, that 
he was doing God service. At length 
he asked permission from the High 
Priest to go to Damascus, that he 
might search out the Christians there^ 
and bring them bound to Jerusalem. 
Damascus was the chief city of 
Syria, and lay beyond the northern 
boimdary of the Holy Land. To 
this city, then, he began his jour- 

F 
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ney: I will relate what befell him, 
in the words of the sacred writer 
Luke! 

'^ As he journeyed, he came near 
Damascus: and suddenly there shone 
round about him a light from heaven : 
and he fell to the earth, and heard 
a voice sajdng unto him, Saul, Saul, 
why persecutest thou me? And he 
said. Who art Thou, Lord? And 
the Lord said, I am Jesus whom 
thou persecutest. . . . And Saul, trem- 
bling and astonished, said. Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do? And 
the Lord said unto him. Arise, and 
go into the city, and it shall be told 
thee what thou shalt do. And Saul 
arose from the earth; and when his 
eyes were opened, he. saw no man: 
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but they led him by the hand^ and 
brought hun into Damascus. And 
he was three days without sight, and 
neither did eat nor drink." 

Think what must have been his 
feehngs during these three days, — 
what they must have been when he 
heard the rebuke of his injured Lord, 
'' Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou 
me?" 

You shall now hear how his sight 
was restored. 

It pleased the Lord to send to 
him a Christian disciple named Ana- 
nias, with directions to restore him 
to sight. Ananias was very unwilling 
to go, because he knew how Paul 
had persecuted his Christian bre- 
thren at Jerusalem, and that he was 
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come on that very errand, to Da- 
mascus. But the Lord said, ''Go 
thy way: for he is a chosen vessel" 
(a chosen instrument that means, 
which God intended to make use 
of) '' to bear my name before the 
Gentiles, and before kings, and be- 
fore the children of Israel." 

So Ananias went his way, and 
entered into the house where Saul 
was, and laying his hands on him, 
said, '' Brother Saul, receive thy 
sight : the Lord, even Jesus, who 
appeared to thee in the way thou 
camest, hath sent me, that thou 
mightest receive thy sight, and be 
filled with the Holy Ghost." And 
immediately he received his sight, 
and arose, and was baptized. 
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From this time, Paul, the perse- 
cutor, becomes the faithful servant 
of Christ. He goes immediately to 
the different synagogues of Damas- 
cus, and declares that Christ, whom 
his people had crucified, " is the 
Son of God." 

Great, you may suppose, was the 
astonishment of all the Christians 
of Damascus, who knew for what a 
different purpose he came to their 
city, at this change in Paul ; but 
still greater was the indignation of 
the unbelieving Jews, when they 
found, that this very man, whose 
fiery zeal had made him hitherto 
their ready assistant and the Chris- 
tian's terrqr, was now engaged in 
the cause of Christ. They were 
f3 
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afraid^ it seems, of seizing him with- 
in the walls of the city, but knowing 
that he wanted to return to Jeru- 
salem, they watched the gates night 
and day to kill him; the Christians, 
however, contrived his escape. They 
let him down over the wall in a 
basket, and he got safely to Jeru- 
salem. 

But here one of his severest trials 
awaited the new convert. He was 
naturally suspected by the Chris- 
tians there, whom he had so se- 
verely persecuted, of treachery ; and 
they were afraid to receive him into 
their society. 

It was not in this case the will 
of God that the Apostles should be 
inspired with the knowledge .of his 
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sincerity. But after a short time, 
Barnabas, a distinguished Christian, 
of whom you will hear more, by and 
by, became convinced of the truth 
of his history, and brought him to 
the Apostles, who, when they had 
heard all that had befallen him, re- 
ceived him as a Christian brother. 

Paul soon proved his faith in Je- 
rusalem; for he spoke so boldly of 
Christ, that the enemies of that holy 
name sought to slay him; and his 
friends took him to his own city of 
Tarsus. 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



68 FIRST PREACHING [Ch. XL 



CHAPTER XL 

Peter's Visit to the Churqhes; his healing 
Eneas i and raising up Dorcas. 

From the descent of the Holy 
Ghost on the day of Pentecost, to 
the time I have been speaking of, 
which was about two years, the 
Christians had endured almost in- 
cessant persecution. But now the 
Christian Church had an interval 
of peace, during which its numbers 
greatly increased, and " they walked 
in the fear of the Lord," and under 
the guidance of his Holy Spirit. 
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The history now makes mention 
again of the Apostle Peter, and tells 
us some interesting circumstances 
which took place in the coiu-se of 
his joumeyings to visit the different 
Churches, or societies of Christians, 
scattered through the country. 

At Lydda, one of the places which 
he visited, he healed a man named 
Eneas, who had kept his bed for eight 
years, sick of the palsy; and this 
miracle appears to have been the 
means of making many people " turn 
unto the Lord." 

Near Lydda was the town of 
Joppa, where there lived a disciple 
named Dorcas, beloved for her good 
works, and charities to the poor. 
While Peter was at Lydda, Dorcas 
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fell sick and died, and some of her 
Christian friends sent to him, en- 
treating that he would come with- 
out delay. He arrived, and they 
brought him into her chamber, where 
were numbers of poor widows and 
others weeping over their benefiatc- 
tress. Peter having sent them out 
of the room, knelt down and prayed; 
and then turning to the body, said, 
"Tabitha, arise." She opened her 
eyes; and when she saw Peter she 
sat up, and he, calling in the widows, 
presented her to them ahve. 

But a much more important event 
happened while Peter was at Joppa: 
hitherto the Gospel had been preach- 
ed to Jews only; now it was to be 
preached to those among the Gen- 
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tiles who had cast off idolatry. I 
shall reserve this part of my history 
for another chapter. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Conversion of the devout Gentiles. — History 
of Cornelius, the first Gentile Convert. 

Among the Gentile nations who 
had intercourse with the Jews, there 
were many persons who had been 
converted to the knowledge of the 
true God, and had, in consequence, 
renounced idolatry, though they did 
not follow the whole law of Moses, 
and become Jews, as that Ethiopian 
I have mentioned did. These per- 
sons were permitted to worship in 
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the outward courts of the Temple 
beyond the inner gates, and were 
therefore called proselytes of the gate. 
Proselyte has the same meaning as 
convert ; it is a word which you are 
not used to, but I use it, because it is 
desirable to remember what the Jews 
called this class of converts. They 
were also called pious or '' devout" 
Gentiles, and were the next persons to 
whom the Gospel was preached, after 
the Jews and Samaritans. The charge 
of preaching to them was given first, 
it seems, to Peter. I am going to 
tell you the history of his first con- 
vert, nearly in the words of Scrip- 
ture. 

There was a certain man in Ce- 
sarea, called Cornelius, a centurion 

G 
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in the Roman service, a pious man, 
and one that feared God with all his 
house, and gave much in charity to 
the people, and prayed to God al- 
way. He savsr in a vision, about the 
ninth hour of the day, an angel of 
God coming in to him, and saying, 
" Cornelius — thy prayers and thine 
alms (or charitable deeds) are had 
in remembrance in the sight of God. 
And now send to Joppa, and call for 
one Simon, whose surname is Peter, 
he will teU thee what thou oughtest 
to do." 

Here you see, my dear children, 
the use of prayer. Cornelius could 
not have known God as we do, 
through Jesus Christ, and yet he 
persevered in praying to Him, doubt- 
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less that he might know His will 
better. 

What must he have felt, when the- 
angel told him that God had heard 
and accepted his prayers ! He eagerly 
obeyed the divine commands, and 
sent to Joppa, where Peter was 
Uving. 

Now it had not yet been revealed 
to the Apostles, that the Gospel — 
the tidings of salvation by Jesus 
Christ, was to be preached to any 
besides Jews. They might indeed 
have imderstood this, from what their 
Lord had said while He was on 
earth, and jfrom the Prophets; but it 
seems that they did riot, and that 
they required to be informed of God's 
will in this respect. Accordingly, the 
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day after the angel appeared to Cor- 
nelius, a vision was given ta Peter, 
in which he was made to understand, 
that the Gentiles also were to re- 
ceive the offers of salvation; it does 
not appear, however, that he under- 
stood even then, that it was to be 
offered to any but such as having 
renounced idolatry, were become de- 
vout or pious Gentiles. But this was 
enough for Cornelius. His messen- 
gers were well received, and Peter 
returned with them to Cesarea on 
the morrow. 

They were met at the entrance of 
the good centurion's house, by him- 
self and all his kinsmen and friends ; 
and Cornelius having repeated to 
Peter what the angel had said to 
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him, Peter opened his mouth and 
said, '' Of a truth I perceive that 
God is no respecter of persons ; but 
in every nation, he that feareth Him 
and worketh righteousness, is ac- 
cepted by Him." He then reminded 
ComeUus and his friends, that they 
had heard of Jesus' preaching, (for 
Cesarea was near the scenes where 
Christ and his Apostles had taught, 
and worked miracles,) and he went on 
to speak of the chirf events of Christ's 
life, and of the salvation which God 
had been pleased to offer to all who 
diould beUeve on Him. While he 
was (peaking, the Holy Ghost came 
upon iall of them — the gift of tongues 
was vouchsafed to the new converts, 
as it was to the believing Jews on the 
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day of Pentecost, and they were 
baptized. 

Now, as I have told you, the Gen- 
tiles were considered as unclean 
beings by the Jews, and it was un- 
lawfiil so much as to eat with them; 
therefore, when the Apostles at Jeru- 
salem heard that Peter had been 
preaching the Gospel to a Gentile 
family at Cesarea, they were dis- 
pleased. At his return, however, he 
satisfied them that he had acted ac- 
cording to the will of God. And 
when he related his own vision, and 
that of Cornelius, and also that these 
Gentile converts had received the 
gift of the Holy Ghost, they all joined 
in praising God, that He had ex- 
tended his saving mercy to the 
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Gentiles also. And now Christianity 
began to spread among the pious 
Gentiles. At Antioch, a town in 
Syria, a great number of them em- 
braced the Christian faith. The 
Apostles, hearing of their conversion, 
sent to them a man named Barnabas, 
a holy man, and one who had re- 
ceived the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
to instruct them further. He, soon 
after his arrival, went to Tarsus and 
fetched Paul, (whose friend, as you 
may remember, on a former occa- 
sion, he had been) to assist him in 
his labours. 

They remained a year together 
at Antioch, and then returned to 
Jerusalem, charged with presents 
which the charitable Christians of 
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Antioch sent to their poorer brethren 
in Judea, who were at that time 
threatened with a famine. 

And here we will cease for the 
present. But remember that the dis- 
ciples were first called Christians at 
Antioch. Afterwards it became their 
common name. 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



ch. xiil] of the gospel. 81 



CHAPTER XIIL 

Persecution of the Christians. — James put 
to Death. — Peter Imprisoned. — HerocTs 
Death. 

At the time we have been fak- 
ing of, there was a terrible persecu- 
tion of the Christians at Jerusalem. 
Herod Agrippa, King of S3aia, in 
order to please the Jews, put to de$th 
the Apostle James, John's brother, 
and imprisoned Peter, intending to 
deliver him up also, after Easter. 
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But the night before Peter was to 
be put to death, as he lay sleeping in 
chains, between two soldiers, a light 
suddenly shone through the prison, 
and an angel of the Lord came to 
him, touched him on the side and 
raised him up. The chains imme- 
diately fell off from him, and the 
angel desired him to put on his gar- 
ments and bind on his sandals, and 
follow him. The angel then led him 
through the prison, till they came to 
the iron gate which led into the city; 
this gate opened to them of its own 
accord, that is, it was miraculously 
opened, and they passed through 
into the street. 

The angel having now left Peter, 
he determined, after a little reflection. 
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to go to the house of a woman named 
Mary, the mother of a Christian dis- 
ciple called John, sumamed Mark, 
who afterwards wrote that Gospel 
which goes by his name. Having 
knocked at the gate, a young woman 
named Rhoda came out, who, on see- 
ing Peter, was so astonished and 
overjoyed, that she ran back to tell 
her firiends ; but it was not till they 
had themselves opened the gate and 
seen Peter, that they could beUeve 
it to be really he himself, whose 
approaching death they had been 
lamenting. Peter then came in and 
told them how the Lord had delivered 
him; but he did not remain long 
with these friends, for fear of being 
discovered. 
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The following day, when it was 
found that Peter had escaped, no 
one knew how, from prison, Herod's 
rage was so great, that he ordered 
the keepers of the prison (though 
they knew no more about it than he 
did) to be put to death. 

But Herod's own death was not 
far distant. One day he sat arrayed 
in royal apparel, and made a speech 
to the people, whereupon they, in 
order to flatter him and gain his 
favour, wickedly called out, *' it is 
the voice of a god, and not of a man." 
And immediately the angel of the 
Lord smote him, *' because he gave 
not God the glory ;" he was seized 
with a torturing disease, of which he 
shortly died. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Paul is favoured with a sight of his Lord 
in the Temple. — He is sent to the ido» 
latrous Gentiles. — His First Journey. 

You want to know why Paul is 
called an Apostle, since he had not 
known our blessed Saviour while He 
lived on earth, and could not, there- 
fore, witness of Him. I will tell you. 

It is true that Paul had not known 
Christ while He lived on earth, nor 
does it appear that he saw his Lord 
when He called to him in his way to 

H 
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Damascus, since the glorious light 
struck him instantly to the earth and 
blinded him; and those who were 
with him, though they saw the light, 
beheld no man. But he tells us that 
the Lord Jesus appeared to him 
once* at Jerusalem, while he was 
praying in the Temple, and desired 
him to leave Jerusalem, since the 
people there would not listen to his 
words, or receive his witness, (be- 
cause he had been so well known 
there as a persecutor of the Chris- 
tians.) '' Depart, for I will send thee 
far hence to the Gentiles;" these were 
his Lord's words. It was this com- 

* This, it is supposed, happened during the visit 
of Paul and Barnabas to Jerusalem, which I have 
lately mentioned. 
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mand which decided the course of 
Paul's fixture labours ; he was to be 
the Apostle of the Gentiles — ^the word 
Apostle, you know, means one sent, 
and he was sent by his Lord to the 
Gentiles, — ^to the idolatrous Gentiles 
in particular, who had not yet heard 
the glad tidings of salvation, — ^who, 
if they '' knew God, worshipped him 
not as God," but gave themselves up 
to idolatry, and every kind of wicked- 
ness. 

We will now follow Paul on this 
his first journey. He returned with 
Barnabas, the companion of his la- 
bours, to Antioch, and after having 
received the blessings and prayers of 
the ministers of that church, they 
set forward on their important but 
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perilous undertakings to convert the 
heathen vsrorld. 

Taking with them Mark, vsrhom I 
have mentioned before, they went to 
Seleucia, a sea-port town near An- 
tioch, from whence they sailed, as 
you may see in the map, to the Isle 
of Cyprus, the native country of 
Barnabas. They landed at the town 
of Salamis, where they preached to 
the Jews of that place, and then 
proceeded to Paphos, where Paul 
worked a miracle on the following 
occasion : 

Sergius Paulus, the deputy go- 
vernor of the island, sent for Paul 
and Barnabas, that he might hear 
from them the word of God. Now 
there was at that time with Sergius, 
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a false prophet and sorcerer* named 
Elymas, who endeavoured to turn him 
away from the Christian faith, which 
he was disposed to receive: upon 
which, Paul, fixing his eyes on the 
wicked man, declared that as he had 
endeavoured to pervert the ways of 
the Lord, (to hinder the designs of 
his Providence, that is,) he should 
be blind for a certain time. And 
immediately a mist and darkness fell 
upon him, and he went about seeking 
some one to lead him by the Hand. 
This miracle decided the faith of 
Sergius, — he became a Christian, 
and was, I think, the first among the 
idolatrous Gentiles whose conver- 
sion is mentioned. 

* A sorcerer is one who pretends to work miracles; 
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Shortly after, Paul and his com- 
panions set sail from Cyprus, and 
landing in Pisidia, a province of 
Asia Minor, went to Antioch; v^hich 
Antioch you must remember to dis- 
tinguish from Antioch in Sjnria, vsrhich 
they set out from. Mark left them 
here, and returned to Jerusalem. 

What happened to them at An- 
tioch in Pisidia, I will relate in my 
next chapter. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Paul and Barnabas at Antioch. — At 
Iconium. — At Lystra andDerbe. — Their 
Return. — End of their First Journey. 

Though the Jews might offer sacri- 
fice only in the Temple at Jeru- 
salem, yet in every city, they had 
places called synagogues, set apart 
for their worship and reading the 
Scriptures, where they met every 
Sabbath. 

It was on a Sabbath day after 
their arrival at Antioch, that Paul 
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and Barnabas entered one of these 
synagogues and sat down. After 
the Scriptures were read, the rulers 
of the synagogue mvited them to 
exhort the people. Upon which 
Paul stood up and spoke to them. 
After reminding them of some of the 
most remarkable of God's dealings 
with the Jews of old, he went on to 
declare the wonderful events which 
had lately happened in Judea. His 
words seem to have been well re- 
ceived by some among the Jews, but 
by more among the Gentiles, who 
desired that they might hear the 
same on the following Sabbath. On 
the next Sabbath, came almost 
all the city together to hear the 
word oi God, which caused so much 
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jealousy among the unbelieving Jews, 
that they stood up and spoke against 
Paul, contradicting with blasphem- 
ous words, what he had been sajdng. 
Then Paul and Barnabas, with just 
indignation, told them, that it had 
been the will of God, that his word 
should first be spoken to them; 
'' but," he added, '' seeing ye put it 
firom you, and judge yourselves un- 
worthy of eternal life, lo, we turn to 
the Gentiles. For so hath the Lord 
commanded us, sa}dng, I have set 
thee to be a light unto the Gentiles." 
Now when the Gentiles heard this, 
they were rejoiced, and glorified 
God, and many of them believed, 
and the Christian faith was spread 
through all the neighbouring country 
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But the envious Jews stirred up 
some of the chief people in the city, 
and prevailed on them to banish 
Paul and Barnabas from their state. 
On which they went to Iconium, a 
town in the province of Lycapnia, 
not far from Antioch. 

At Iconium the Apostles met 
with considerable success; a great 
number, both of Jews and Greeks,* 
believed; yet here again, the un- 
beheving Jews stirred up some of the 
Gentiles, to persecute and even to 
stone them; but they, being aware 
of the design, fled to Lystra and 
Derbe, cities also of Lycaonia, and 
there they preached the Gospel. 

* The Gentiles are often called Greeks, because 
most of them used the Greek language. 
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At Lystra, Paul worked the miracle 
which I am going to tell you of. 
There was a man who had been a 
cripple from his birth, and Paul find- 
ing that he had faith in Christ, said 
to him in a loud voice, '' Stand up- 
right on thy feet," and he leaped and 
walked. 

But this miracle produced very 
painful and remarkable consequences 
to Paul. The Gentile people of 
Lystra, who were idolaters, thought, 
when they saw it, that some of their 
gods were come down to them in 
the Ukeness of men ; for there are 
many accounts in their fables of their 
gods having done so ; they were 
therefore ready to believe this, and 
they called Barnabas Jupiter, and 
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Paul Mercury, because he was the 
chief speaker. The priest of their 
idol Jupiter too, actually came into 
the city, bringing oxen wreathed 
with flowers to sacrifice to them. 

You may easily imagine the horror 
of Paul and Barnabas, when they 
heard of this. They rent their 
clothes, and ran in among the peo- 
ple, crying out, ^^ Sirs, why do ye 
these things ? we also are men hke 
you, and preach unto you, that you 
should turn from these vanities unto 
the living God, which made heaven 
and earth, and the sea, and all things 
that are therein:" and Paul added, 
that although God had, in times 
past, suffered all nations to walk in 
their own ways, yet that He had not 
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left Himself without a witness, that 
He was both a powerful and mer- 
ciful Being, *' since He did good, 
and gave us rain from heaven, and 
fruitful seasons, filling our hearts 
with food and gladness." Yet with 
all this, they scarcely prevented the 
people from sacrificing to them. 

But this was not the only trouble 
they met with at Lystra. The Jews, 
(some of their old enemies from 
Antioch and Iconia,) had followed 
them here, and persuaded the people 
against them, so that after having 
been honoured as gods, they were 
now treated like criminals, and Paul 
was so severely stoned, that he was 
left as dead. When he revived, he got 
up and fled with Barnabas to Derbe. 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



98 JIRST PREACHING [Ch. XV. 

After preaching the Gospel at 
Derbe, they ventured to return and 
visit again Lystra, Iconia, and An- 
tioch in Pisidia, regardless of the 
persecution they had already suf- 
fered, or might again endure in the 
service of Christ. Passing on through 
Pisidia to Pamphyha, they arrived at 
the town of Perga, and from thence 
to Attalia on the sea coast, at both 
of which towns they preached the 
Gospel. Wherever they made con- 
verts, they formed Christian churches, 
and chose for them elders or go- 
vernors out of the most worthy 
among the Christian behevers. 

And now the first Apostolical 
journey as it is called, drew to a 
close ; Paul and Barnabas returned 
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to Antioch in Sjnria, from whence 
they first set forth. They were re- 
ceived, you may be sure, with joy, 
after all their troubles and dangers ; 
and the Christians of Antioch assem- 
bled to hear what they had done 
among the Gentiles. 
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CHAPTER XVL 

Paul and Barnabas go to Jerusalem. — 
Set out on their Second Journey. 

Paul and Barnabas remained for 
some time at Antioch, the church 
there, you know, had been formed 
under their directions. During this 
period, some persons who came from 
Judea, caused great uneasiness among 
the Gentile disciples at Antioch, by 
teUing them that they ought to keep 
the whole law of Moses. Now Paul 
had taught them that the law of 
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Moses was abolished^ God having 
given them the Gospel, which laid 
upon them only the obligation to 
lead a godly life. It was permitted 
indeed, to the converted Jews to 
keep their law for the present, but it 
was not to be laid upon the con- 
verted Gentiles. 

To satisfy the church at Antioch, 
however, Paul and Barnabas, and 
some others, went to Jerusalem, to 
consult the Apostles and Elders 
there, and they brought back a mes- 
sage from James, the head or bishop 
of that church, that they were not 
to be troubled with Jewish obser- 
vances, except in a few unimportant 
matters, that they might not give 
unnecessary ofiTence to the Jews. 
i3 
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Paul and Barnabas were accom- 
panied back to Antioch by Judas and 
Silas, two eminent Christians. Silas 
remained there, and assisted Paul 
and Barnabas in their labours. 

After awhile, Paul proposed to 
Barnabas to take a second journey, 
to visit their Christian brethren in 
every city where they had preached 
the Gospel, to encourage them and 
confirm their faith. It was a bold 
undertaking, for they must have been 
aware that even greater dangers than 
before, would be likely to beset them 
from their Jew and Gentile enemies. 

Now Barnabas wished on this 
occasion to take Mark, who was a 
relation of his own, again with them : 
but Paul, remembering how he had 
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left them before, at the very begin- 
ning of their labours, did not think it 
advisable, so they separated. Bar- 
nabas sailed with Mark to Cyprus, 
and Paul, accompanied by Silas, went 
by way of Syria and Cilicia. But I 
shall tell you the events of this 
second journey of Paul's, in the next 
chapter. 
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CHAPTER XVII, 

History of Paul's Second Journey, — His 
Arrival at PhiUppi, and Treatment 
there. 

The Apostle Paul chose, as I have 
said, on this his second journey, a 
different route. He passed through 
North Syria, into his own province 
Cilicia, visiting all his Christian 
brethren. He then went with Silas 
to the cities of Derbe and Lystra, 
where he had formerly met vnth so 
many trials. At one of these tovms. 
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he became acquainted with a young 
Christian disciple n£|,med Timotheus, 
or Timothy, to whom he became 
much attached, and whom he took 
with him on his departure. Passing 
through Galatea and Phrygia, both 
provinces of Asia Minor, and after- 
wards through Mysia, they arrived 
at Troas, a town of Mysia on the 
Archipelago, then called the Egean 
Sea. At this place it is supposed, that 
Luke, who wrote the book called 
*' the Acts of the Apostles," joined 
them. And here Paul had a vision, 
by which he imderstood that he was 
to go over into Macedonia. 

From Troas then, they sailed 
across the Archipelago to Mace- 
donia, stopping for a night at the 
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island of Samothrace ; they landed 
at Neapolis in Macedonia^ and passed 
on to Philippi, a Roman colony, 
and the chief city of that part of 
Macedon, 

It was on a Sabbath day that they 
took the opportunity of speaking to 
some women who were assembled 
by a river's side, at a Uttle distance 
from the town, for the purpose of 
praying. Among these women, was 
one named Lydia, a wealthy person, 
a seller of purple at the town of 
Thyatira. She, it seems, had been 
a faithful worshipper of God, as fer 
as her knowledge went ; audit pleased 
Him to reward her piety, by making 
known to her the joyful tidings of 
salvation. She was baptized^ and 
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all her household. With true hospi- 
tality, she lodged the whole company 
of Christian travellers under her own 
roof. 

But persecution awaited Paul and 
his companions at PhiUppi also. He 
worked a miracle there, which gave 
offence to some persons, who stirred 
up the citizens against him and Silas. 
The magistrates used them barba- 
rously, they tore off their clothes, 
and commanded them to be beaten 
severely; and when many stripes had 
been laid upon them, they were cast 
into prison. The jailor of the prison 
having been ordered strictly to secure 
them, put them into the inner part 
of the building, and thrust their feet 
into the stocks, so that they could 
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not move. The rest of this remark- 
able and affecting history, I will 
tell you in thie sacred writer's own 
words. 

" And at midnight Paul and Silas 
prayed, and sang praises unto God : 
and the prisoners heard them. And 
suddenly, there was a great earth- 
quake, so that the foundations of the 
prison were shaken : and immedi- 
ately all the doors were opened, and 
every one's bands were loosed. And 
the keeper of the prison awaking out 
of his sleep, and seeing the prison 
doors open, drew his sword, and 
would have killed himself, supposing 
the prisoners had been fled." And 
knowing that in that case, he would 
have been suspected of having ne- 
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glected his charge, or connived at 
their escape. '' But Paul cried with 
a Joud voice. Do thyself no harm, for 
we are all here." Then he called 
for a light, and sprang in and came 
trembling, and fell down before Paul 
and Silas, aixd brought them out and 
said, ^' Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved ?" 

Doubtless he had heard Paul's 
preaching, and knew that he pro- 
fessed, at least, to have brought the 
tidings of salvation; this miracle 
then, wrought in behalf of his extra- 
ordinary prisoners, might well have 
convinced him instantly that they 
were, as they called themselves, the 
servants of God ; — and it did. Instead 
of thinking any more about his own 
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life and honour, he cries out, '' What 
shall I do to be saved?" Paul and 
Silas answered, ''Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved 
and thy house. And they spoke to 
him and to all that were in bis house, 
the word of the Lord." And the 
jailor took them immediately and 
washed their stripes, and was bap- 
tized with all belonging to him. 
And when he had brought them into 
his house^ he set meat before them, 
and rejoiced, — ^believing God. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Paul and Silas leave Philippic — Visit 
Thessahnica and Berea. — Paul at 
Athens. 

On the day after the eventftil night 
I have been describing, the magis- 
trates of Philippi sent to the prison 
to desire that Paul and Silas would 
immediately leave the city. But Paul 
refused to be thus thrust out like a 
criminal; he sent back to them a 
message, complaining of the way in 
which they had been treated, and 
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declaring that they wete Roman 
citizens. 

The magistrates, on hearing this, 
were alarmed, for it was against the 
laws to misuse a citizen of Rome 
uncondemned ; they came therefore 
themselves to the prisoners, and in- 
treated them to leave the city. On 
which, after bidding farewell to their 
friends at Philippi, they departed. 

Passing through the towns of 
Amphipolis and ApoUonia, which you 
will find in the map of Macedonia, 
they came to Thessalonica, a city 
seated on the Gulph of Thermaicus.* 

Paul, according to his custom, 
taught here in the Jewish syna- 
gogues for three Sabbaths ; endea- 

• Now called SalonikL 
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vouring to convince the Jews from 
their own Scriptures, that the Christ 
they expected was come. His preach- 
ing was not without success ; some of 
the Jews, but great numbers of the 
Gentiles, believed. 

Again, however, his inveterate ene- 
mies, the unbelieving Jews, stirred 
up the people, and caused such an 
uproar in the city, that the disciples 
sent away Paul and Silas by night to 
Berea, or Berrhcea, a town at a short 
distance from Philippi. 

Of the Jews at Berea, Luke re- 
marks, that " they were more noble 
than those of Thessalonica,'* more 
candid and anxious for truth, he 
meant, " because they received the 
word with gladness, and searched the 
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Scriptures daily, whether these things 
were so." With this disposition, we 
need not wonder that many among 
them beUeved : of the Gentiles or 
Greeks too, some, both men and 
women, became Christians. 

But Paul's old enemies followed 
him here also, and set the people 
against him, so that he was obUged 
to take flight, and he went with some 
of his friends to Athens. 

Of Athens, you have all heard 
something. Though no longer in 
the height of its glory, this city was 
still celebrated for the fine arts, and 
for its wise and learned men. But 
notwithstanding this, its inhabitants 
were as ignorant of their Maker, as 
the most uncivilized barbarians ; they 
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were wholly given to idolatry. Paul's 
spirit was roused at the sight, he 
spoke with the Jews in their syna- 
gogue, he reasoned with the wise 
men in their market, — the place where 
they were accustomed to assemble, 
for the purpose of conversing. Now 
the Athenians were very ready to 
hear anything new; Luke says of 
them, that they passed their time in 
nothing else but to tell or to hear 
some new thing. So they brought 
Paul to the Areopagus, and desired 
him to explain his doctrine. 

His address to the people of Athens 
you shall read in Luke's own words 
soon ; he told them that God, who 
made all things both in heaven and 
earth, dwelleth not in temples made 
with hands, neither can be r^pre- 
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sented by gold, or silver, or stone, 
graven by the art of man ; and he 
went on to declare that God had 
appointed a day in the which He 
would judge the world by Jesus 
Christ 

When they heard of the resurrec- 
tion of the dead, they interrupted 
him, some mocked, and others said. 
We will hear thee again of this matter, 

Paul met with little success among 
this vain and idolatrous people, so 
he shortly left them and went to 
Corinth. 

The city of Corinth, you know, is 
situated near the Gulph of Corinth, 
and in the isthmus of that name, 
then part of the province of Achaia. 
When ^ul arrived here, he found a 
Tew named Aquila, who^with his 
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wife Priscilla, had taken refiige there, 
when the Emperor Claudius banished 
the Jews from Rome. They were 
tent-makers ; and Paul, who under- 
stood their business, lived and worked 
with them, and found them valuable 
assistants in his Christian labours. 
He was soon joined by Silas and 
Timothy, and remained a year and 
a half in this city ; during which 
period he converted a number of 
people, chiefly Gentiles, but some 
among the Jiews, especially Crispus 
(the ruler of the synagogue,) and 
his family. 

During this period, the unbelieving 
Jews, as usual, stirred up troubles 
for, him, and appealed against him 
to Gallio, the deputy gov^or of 
Achaia; but GalUo cared for none of 
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these things, and Paul therefore was 
left m peace. 

And now Paul began to think of 
returning homewards. He went from 
Corinth across the Isthmus to Cen- 
chrea, a sea-port on the opposite 
side, from whence he sailed with 
Priscilla and Aquila to Ephesus, a 
city on the coast of Asia Minor, 
opposite to Greece; here he left 
them, promising to return to Ephesus 
shortly. 

Sailing towards Sjrria, he landed 
at Cesarea, and went up to Jeru- 
salem, from whence, after a short 
visit, he proceeded to his church at 
Antioch. And here ends his second 
journey, — still longer and more trou- 
bled tl^ the former. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

PauTs Third Journey.— His Second Visit 
to Ephesus. 

We are now going to trace out 
Paul's third journey. He remained, 
it seems, some time at Antioch, which 
was, you know, his first church, and 
the care of which he had shared with 
Barnabas — and more, it is likely, of 
a home to him, than any other 
place ; he then set out for Asia 
Minor, visiting all his churches in 
Galatia and Phrygia, and encouraging 
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and instructing the Christian dis- 
ciples there. 

While he was thus employed, 
Apollos, a converted Jew, who was 
well acquainted with the Scriptures, 
went to Ephesus, and being more 
fully instructed in the Christian faith 
by Priscilla and Aquila, passed over 
into Greece, and assisted the Chris- 
tian teachers at Corinth. 

By this time Paul had reached 
Ephesus. His former visit to this 
city had been short, but it now be- 
came his chief residence for two 
years ; its situation making it suit- 
able for the purpose of spreading the 
knowledge of Christ through Asia, 
and also through other parts of the 
world ; since it was a populous and 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



Ch. XIX.] OP THE GOSPEL. 121 

trading city, and the capital of the 
Roman dominions in that part of 
Asia. 

The first thing mentioned of Paul 
at Ephesus, is, his baptizing some of 
the disciples of John the Baptist, 
who appeared to have known Christ, 
yet not to have heard of the descent 
of the Holy Ghost. On their bap- 
tism, the miraculous gifts of the Holy 
Ghost were vouchsafed to them. 

During his abode at Ephesus, Paul 
worked a great number of miracles, 
especially in casting out evil spirits. 
And the word of the Lord — as the 
Christian faith is so often called — 
grew and magnified. 
- But just as Paul was about to leave 
Ephesus for Macedonia, a circum- 

L 
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stance occurred, which had very 
nearly involved him in great trouble. 

The Ephesians, as well as many 
other Grecian nations, worshipped 
an image which they called their 
Goddess Diana; now at Ephesus 
there was a temple built for this 
image, so splendid, that it was 
reckoned one of the seven wonders 
of the world; and though there were 
images of Diana worshipped in many 
parts of the world, especially in 
Greece, the Diana of the Ephesians 
was the most celebrated, and great 
riches were brought to Ephesus, by 
the strangers who came to worship 
there. 

Now when through Paul's preach- 
ing during the space of two years, so 
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many people were converted to 
Christianity, and taught to abhor 
idols, the worship of Diana of course 
began to be neglected; and those 
who were employed in the service of 
the temple, as well as the silver- 
smiths who made images and models 
of their temple, to sell to the public, 
began to be alarmed, lest their trade 
should fail them. 

Accordingly^ a silversmith named 
Demetrius, calling together others of 
his trade, endeavoured to excite their 
anger against Paul, through whom, 
as he said, their craft or business was 
likely to be injured, and the temple 
of the great Goddess Diana despised, 
since he persuaded people, '' that 
they be no Gods which are made 
with hands." 
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Demetrius succeeded in his pur- 
pose so far, as to raise a great tumult 
in the city. They caught some of 
Paul's companions, and for two hoiu^ 
nothing was heard but the ciy, 
'^ Great is Diana of the Ephesians !'* 
At length the town clerk, a prudent 
man, and probably well disposed 
towards Paul, quieted the people, 
reminding them that neither he nor 
his companions had ever done any 
harm to them or their temple, and 
advising Demetrius and his party, if 
they had any thing to complain of, 
to have it settled in a lawful assembly, 
and not by means of this uproar, for 
which they themselves might get 
into trouble. His words appeased 
the people, and they separated with- 
out further disturbance. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

PauFs Joutney to Corinth. — His Return 
to Asia, ^e. 

Paul did not remain any longer 
at Ephesus. Taking an afiectionate 
leave of his Christian brethren there, 
he sailed across to Macedonia, visited 
his churches there, and then passed 
on into Greece. He remained in 
Greece (chiefly it is probable at 
Corinth) three months, and then in- 
tended saiUng direct for Syria, but 
finding that the Jews were lying in 
l3 
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wait to take him on that coast, he 
changed his plans, and returned by 
way of Macedonia, crossing over to 
Troas, a sea-port on the opposite 
coast of Asia. At Troas they re- 
mained seven days. Here Paul and 
his friends met on the first day of 
the week, Sunday, to break bread as 
they called it, that is, to celebrate the 
Holy Communion, or Sacrament, of 
which I have before spoken to you, 
and after this, Paul preached to 
them. 

You may now open the map, and 
trace the course of Paul and his 
companions through the Archipelago, 
or Egean Sea. 

From Troas they went to Assos, 
Paul by land, his companions by sea; 
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from thence they all sailed together 
to Mytelene in the island of Lesbos, 
thence to the isle of Samos, passing 
by Ephesus without touching, be- 
cause Paul was fearful lest he should 
be detained there, and he was anxious 
to reach Jerusalem in time to be 
present at the feast of Pentecost. 
They touched at Trogyllium on the 
coast of Asia, and soon after arrived 
at the town of Miletus, where they 
landed. 

It appears to have been revealed 
to Paul, that imprisonment and afflic- 
tions awaited him in Jerusalem ; he 
himself, indeed, seems to have ex- 
pected death. Yet observe his faith; 
he does not shrink from the trial ; 
he hastens, on the contrary, to Jeru- 
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salem, to do or to suffer whatever 
his Master's will should call him to. 
*' None of these things," says he, 
" move me, neither count I my life 
dear unto myself, so I may finish my 
course with joy." The joy of bring- 
ing many to the knowledge of Christ. 

Under this feeling, he sent to 
Ephesus for the elders or governors 
of that church to come to him, that 
he might give them his last direc- 
tions, and bid them farewell. 

When they were come to him, he 
affectionately reminded them of his 
labours among them, how he had 
shewn, both to Jews and Gentiles, 
the necessity of repentance towards 
God, and faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ; how he had warned them all. 
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night and day, with tears, for the 
space of three years. He entreated 
them, in the most solemn manner, 
to be watchful over the charge com- 
mitted to them, as the governors and 
overseers of the flock of Christ. 
Then, when he had done speaking to 
them, '' he kneeled down, and prayed 
vnth them. And they all wept sore> 
and fell on Paul's neck and kissed 
him, sorrowing most of all for the 
words which he spoke, that they 
should see his face no more." 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

Paul returns to Jerusalem. 

Paul, and the friends who had 
followed him from Macedonia, em- 
barked on board a vessel in which 
they sailed -to the island of Rhodes 
in the Mediterranean, and from thence 
to Patara, on the south coast of Asia 
Minor ; here, finding a vessel under 
sail for Phoenicia in Syria, they went 
on board, and leaving the island of 
Cyprus on their left, made for that 
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coast, and landed at Tyre, where 
they remained seven days, and then 
passed on, first to Ptolemais, and 
afterwards to Cesarea. Here they 
stayed some days with Philip, one of 
the seven deacons; this man had 
four daughters, who were all endowed 
with the gift of prophecy. 

While they were at Cesarea, a 
prophet named Agabus, arrived from 
Jerusalem, and declared that it had 
been made known to him by the 
Holy Spirit, that when Paul went 
up to Jerusalem, the Jews would 
bind him, and deUver him up to the 
Gentiles. 

Now when Paul's friends heard 
this, they besought him with tears, 
not to go up to Jerusalem. This 
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was Paul's answer, in which you may 
see his love to his friends, with his 
devotedness to Christ. " What mean 
ye to weep, and break my heart? 
for I am ready, not to be bound only, 
but also to die at Jerusalem, for the 
name of the Lord Jesus-" Then 
his friends ceased to persuade him, 
saying only, " the will of the Lord 
be done." 

But no one deserted Paul; they 
all went up with him to Jerusalem, 
where they were joj^Uy received 
by the Christian brethren. 

And thus w?ls this great Apostle*s 
third journey to teach the Gentile 
world, brought to a close; it had 
taken up more than five years, and 
had been the means of extending 
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the knowledge of Christ to thou- 
sands. In my next chapter, you 
will see what befel him at Jeru 
salem. 



M 
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CHAPTER XXIL 

PauPs Trials at Jerusalem. 

Paul had been scarcely a week at 
Jerusalem, before his trials began. 
He went one day to the temple to 
undergo the ceremony of purifica- 
tion, according to the law of Moses ; 
and the Jews, who had been seeking 
a pretence to revenge themselves, 
seeing him there in company with 
some men whom they believed, or 
pretended to believe. Gentiles, who 
as I have told you, were forbidden 
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by the law to enter that holy place, 
stirred up the people, crymg out, 
'^ Men of Israel, help ; this is the man 
who teacheth every where against 
the people, and the law, and this 
place, and hath also polluted this 
holy place, by bringing Greeks into 
the temple." 

The enraged multitude, on hearing 
this, rushed with one accord on Paul, 
and dragging him out of the temple, 
were about to put him to death, 
when Lysias, the captain of the Ro- 
man band of soldiers, hearing that 
there was a disturbance in the city, 
came down with his men, and de- 
livering Paul from those who were 
beating him, caused him to be bound 
with chains, and taken to the castle. 
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Whfle this was doing, the Captain 
in vain desired to know who he 
was and what was the cause of this 
wild uproar ; some cried one thing, 
and some another; and such was 
the lawless violence of the people, 
and their rage against Paul, that the 
soldiers were obliged to bear him 
away in their arms. 

As he was led into the castle, Paul 
told the Captain who he was, and 
then asked permission to speak to 
the people, which being granted, and 
having at length prevailed on them 
to be silent, he stood on the stairs of 
the castle, and addressed them in the 
Hebrew language. He told them 
the histbry of his early life, and how 
strictly he had kept the law; he told 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



Ch. XXn.] OF THE GOSPEL. 137 

them of his persecution of the Chris- 
tians^ his journey to Damascus^ of 
the miraculous event which had con- 
verted him on his way, and of his 
being baptized and restored to sight 
by Ananias : last of all he spoke of 
the vision which was granted to 
him in the temple, when he saw and 
conversed with his Lord, and received 
his command to go and preach to the 
Gentiles. 

The people Ustened in silence, 
until he uttered these last words ; but 
when he talked of preaching to the 
Gentiles, they raised their voices 
with one accord, crying, '* Away with 
such a fellow from the earth, it is not 
fit that he should live." 

Lysias, however, seeing the up- 
m3 
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roar, gave orders that he should be 
brought into the castle. He then 
commanded his people to scourge 
their prisoner, and examine him 
once more. But as they were bind- 
ing him with thongs, Paul said to an 
officer, '' Is it lawM for you to 
scourge a Roman citizen uncon- 
demned ?** This was told to Lysias, 
who came himself, and asked Paul 
if it were true that he was a Roman ; 
and finding that it really was so, he 
became alarmed at what he had done, 
for it was unlawful to scourge, or 
even to bind a Roman citizen uncon- 
demned. He therefore unloosed his 
hands, but in order that he might 
know what the Jews really accused 
him of, he commanded that he 
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should be brought before the council 
of chief priests and scribes. 

Now some of the members of this 
council were Pharisees, and some 
were Sadducees. I have mentioned 
these two sects before, and I must 
now explain to you^ that the Phari- 
sees were a set of people among the 
Jews, who professed to keep the la^ 
of Moses with greater strictness than 
others, adding to it, on the authority 
of their fathers, much that Moses 
never taught: they also believed that 
there would be a resurrection of the 
souls of men. The Sadducees, on 
the contrary, professed to keep the 
law as it was first given, and they 
disbelieved the doctrine of a resur- 
rection. 
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These two parties were always at 
enmity ; and Paul, taking advantage 
of this circumstance, addressed him- 
self to the Pharisees ; he declared 
that he had been himself a Pharisee, 
and that it was the doctrine of the 
resurrection from the dead that he 
preached; this mention of the resur- 
rection, caused the Phariseees to, 
take part with Paul against the rest 
of the council, who were Sadducees, 
and as I have said, disbelieved it ; a 
great uproar therefore took place, 
and Paul between both parties would 

have been torn to pieces, had not 

Lysias taken him away by force into 

the castle. 

These were scenes which must 

have sorely tried the Apostle's cou- 
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rage. In the very city where he had 
been brought up, where, before he 
became a Christian, he had been 
respected and beloved, he was now 
cruelly mocked and reproached, now 
scourged, now liable to be torn to 
pieces by his own enraged coun- 
trymen. 

But he was not left without that 
peculiar help which his dreadful 
situation seemed to require. On the 
very night after this fearful day, his 
Lord Himself stood by him, and said. 
Be of good cheer, Paul ; for as thou 
hast witnessed of me in Jerusalem, so 
must thou bear witness also at Rome.*' 

So that Paul was assured that his 
life would be preserved, and that he 
would at least reach Rome in safety. 
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CHAPTER XXIIL 

Paul rescued from his Enemies. — Sent to 
Cesarea. — Brought before Felix. 

The enemies of Paul seemed 
bent on his destruction. Forty Jews 
bound themselves by an oath, neither 
to eat nor drink, until they had 
killed him. That they might have 
an opportunity of doing this, they 
prevailed on the chief priests to ask 
of Lysias, that he should be again 
brought before their council, thinking 
to seize him on his way to it. But 
the secret of their plot coming to 
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the ears of Paul's nephew, it was 
made known to Lysias. 

Lysias had no sooner heard of 
their wicked intentions, than he sent 
for two of his centurions, and desired 
them to make ready two hundred 
soldiers, seventy horsemen, and two 
hundred spearmen, to convey Paul by 
night to Cesarea, where Felix the 
Roman governor resided. With them 
he sent a letter to Felix, telling him 
how he had rescued Paul, and re- 
commending him to his judgment. 

Paul arrived in safety at Cesarea, 
and Felix ordered him to be kept 
in Herod's Judgment Hall, until his 
accusers should come from Jerusa- 
lem, at which time he would himself 
hear the cause. 
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In about five days, the High Priest 
and others of the council arrived in 
Cesarea. They assembled in the 
Judgment Hall in the presence of 
Felix; and Paul the accused stood 
there also. 

A public speaker named Tertullus, 
was commanded by the Jewish coun- 
cil to state their accusations against 
Paul. He called him the ring-leader 
of a sect of Nazarenes, by which 
name the Jews were accustomed to 
call the followers of Jesus of Naza- 
reth ; they did not choose to call 
them Christians, because that would 
have been confessing Jesus to be 
the Christ, which they denied, and 
they chose the name of Nazarene, be- 
cause it was odious to their nation. 
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Nazareth being in an uncivilized part 
of their country, and noted for rebels 
and plunderers ; he accused him of 
being a disturber of the public peace, 
and of having profaned the temple, 
adding, that they should have judged 
him for these offences according to 
their own law, had not Lysias taken 
him with violence out of their hands. 

When the other Jews who were 
present had borne their witness to 
these accusations, Felix beckoned to 
Paul to stand forth. And Paul, in a 
speech which I will soon read to 
you, justified himself firom all their 
accusations, except indeed, that he 
worshipped God in that way which 
they called false. 

Whatever Felix thought on the 
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subject, he was miwilling to pro- 
nounce judgment, fearing probably 
to displease the Jews ; so he merely 
said, that he would inquire more 
fully into the matter, when the chief 
Captain, Lysias, could come down to 
Cesarea, and, meanwhile, he gave 
Paul in charge to a centurion, who 
. was desired to let him have the com- 
pany of his friends when they wished 
to see him. 

The Apostle, however, had made 
no small impression upon Felix ; for 
a little time after, when his wife 
Drusilla, a Jewess, was with him at 
Cesarea, he sent for Paul to hear him 
speak of the faith of Jesus Christ. 
But Felix, whose life had been very 
far from a good one, when he heard 
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Paul reason ^^ of righteousness and 
judgment to come, trembled, and 
answered. Go thy way for this time; 
when I have a convenient season, I 
will call for thee." 

Remember, my dear children, when 
you have done wrong, never put oflF 
the moment for repenting of your 
fault It is God's Holy Spirit which 
calls us to repent when we have done 
amiss, which makes us tremble at 
the thought of our sins : now if we 
put oflF these thoughts to a more con- 
venient time, that time will never 
come ; it will never seem pleasant, 
and therefore it will never seem con- 
venient, to think of what gives us 
pain, to conquer a sinful habit, which 
perhaps even we love. Felix, indeed. 
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sent for Paul again^ but now his 
heart was hardened — ^he no longer 
trembled, — ^lie no longer wished even 
to release Paul. He detained him 
two years in Cesarea, and then, when 
he himself was recalled to Rome, he, 
from the basest motive, (expecting 
that money would have been given 
to him to release his prisoner,) left 
the Apostle bound. 
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CHAPTER XXIV, 

Paul before Festus.'^Before Agrippa. 

The governor who succeeded Felix 
was called Festus. On his arrival 
in Syria, he went up to Jerusalem, 
and the Jews took this opportunity 
of renewing their accusations against 
Paul. They tried to persuade Festus 
to send for him secretly, intending 
to waylay and murder him. But 
Festus determined on judging him 
N 3 
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in Cesarea, and therefore desired his 
accusers to attend him there. 

Accordingly, on the day after his 
arrival in Cesarea, Paul was brought 
before him with his accusers, and 
Festus having heard both parties, 
and finding that the whole matter 
related to things in which he had no 
interest, concerning the Jewish and 
Christian faith, asked Paul if he 
would go to Jerusalem, and be judged 
by that law which he was said to 
have transgressed. But Paul aor 
swered, that neither to the Jews nor 
their law, had he done any wrong; 
that he had a right to be judged by 
Caesar, (the Roman emperors all bore 
that name,) and that to him there- 
fore he appealed against his jfolse 
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accusers. Then Festus said, that 
as he had appealed to Cassar, to 
Caesar he should go. 

Meanwhile it happened, that King 
Agrippa (son of that Herod Agrippa, 
who put the Apostle James to death,) 
and his sister Berenice came to Ce^ 
t9area, on a visit to the Governor. 
And Festus spoke to them of the 
prisoner whom Felix had left bound. 
He told th^n that the Jews had 
brought accusations against him, 
about things relating to their law, 
but that finding he had done nothing 
worthy of death, and had appealed 
to Csesar, he had detenmned on 
sending him to Rome. 

Agrippa, who was himself a Jew, 
(though not perhaps a very strict 
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one,) expressed a wish to examine 
the prisoner himself; so it was 
agreed that Paul should be brought 
before him on the morrow. 

On the morrow then, Agrippa and 
Berenice arrived in great pomp, and 
seated themselves in the judgment 
hall, where Festus and the chief per- 
sons in Cesarea were assembled. 
Paid was then brought forth : alone, 
unfriended, and in bonds, he stood 
before the royal guests, undaunted 
by their presence. On Agrippa*s 
saying that it was permitted him to 
speak for himself, he thanked the 
king, and modestly and courteously, 
but with the dignity which became 
his cause, gave the history of his 
past life, and an account of the faith 
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for which he stood accused. This 
speech, as it is repeated to us by- 
Luke, (who no doubt was among the 
crowd present,) is so interesting, and 
I think so easy to be understood, 
that I shall copy for you the chapter 
of the Acts which contains it. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

PauTs Speech to Agrippa. 

^' I THINK myself happy. King 
Agrippa, because I shall answer for 
myself this day before thee, res][)ecting 
all the things whereof I am accused by 
the Jews ; especially because I know 
thee to be expert in all customs and 
questions which are among the Jews: 
wherefore I beseech thee to hear me 
patiently. 

'' My manner of life from my 
youth, which was passed among my 
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own nation at Jerusalem, know all the 
Jews ; which knew n^e from the be- 
ginning, if they would testify, that 
after the strictest sect of our religion 
I lived a Pharisee. And now I stand 
and am judged for the hope of the 
promise made of God unto our 
fathers: unto which promise our 
twelve tribes hope to come, for 
which hope's sake. King Agrippa, I 
am accused of the Jews. Why should 
it be thought a thing incredible with 
you, that God should raise the dead? 
I indeed thought with myself, that I 
ought to do many things contrary to 
the name of Jesus of Nazareth ; 
which I did also in Jerusalem ; and 
many of the saints*' (the Christians 
were often so called,) '^ did I shut up 
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in prison, and when they were put 
to death, I gave my voice against 
them, and I punished them oft, in 
every synagogue, and being exceed- 
ingly mad against them, I persecuted 
them even unto foreign cities. 

^' Whereupon as I went to Damas- 
cus with a commission from the chief 
priests, at mid-day, O King, I saw in 
the way, a light from heaven, above 
the brightness of the sun, shining 
round about me, and them which 
journeyed with me. And when we 
were all fallen to the earth, I heard 
a voice speaking unto me, and saying 
in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, 
why persecutest thou me? and I 
said. Who art thou. Lord ? And He 
said, I am Jesus whom thou perse- 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



Ch. XXV.] OF THE GOSPEL. 157 

cutest. But rise and stand upon thy 
feet, for I have appeared unto thee 
for this purpose, to make thee a 
minister, and a witness, both of those 
things which thou hast seen, and of 
those things in the which I will 
appear to thee, delivering thee from 
the people and the Gentiles, to whom 
now I send thee, to open thdr eyes, 
and to turn them from darkness unto 
light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God, that they may receive 
forgiveness of their sins^ and in- 
heritance" — of eternal life — ^^ among 
them which are made holy by fiiith 
in me. 

" Whereupon, O King Agrippa, I 
was not disobedient to the heavenly 
vision, but preached repentance first 
o 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



158 FIRST PREACHING [Ch. XXV. 

unto them of Damascus and at Jeru- 
salem^ and the coasts of Judea^ and 
then to the Gentiles- For these 
causes the Jews caught me in the 
temple, and went about to kill me. 
Having therefore obtained help of 
God, I continue vritnessing both to 
small and great, sajdng none other 
things than those which Moses and 
the prophets foretold: that Christ 
should suffer, and that he should be 
the first that should rise from the 
dead, and should shew light imto 
the people" (meaning the Jewish 
nation,) '' and to the Gentiles. 

'' When Paulhad ended his speech, 
Festus said with a loud voice, Paul, 
thou art beside thyself, much learning 
doth make thee mad. But he said. 
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I am not mad, most noble Festus, 
but speak forth the words of truth 
and soberness ; for the King knoweth 
these things before whom I speak 
freely, for I am persuaded that none 
of these things are hidden from him; 
for this thing was not done in a 
comer, 

*' King Agrippa, believest thou 
the Prophets ? I know that thou 
believest. Then Agrippa said unto 
Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to 
be a Christian. And Paul said, I 
would to God, that not only thou, 
but also all who hear me this day, 
were both almost and altogether 
such as I am, except these bonds. 

And when Paul had ended his 
speech. King Agrippa and Festus, 
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and Berenice, with their company, 
rose up, and said among each other. 
This man doeth nothing worthy of 
bonds or death. He might have 
been set at liberty, if he had not 
appealed unto Caesar." 

Agrippa did not knowthat this very 
appeal to Caesar, as well as the whole 
course of events, was so ordered by 
God's providence, in order to bring 
the Apostle to the capital of the 
civilized world; according to the 
Lord's own words, when he stood by 
his &ithM servant at night, and de- 
clared that he should bear witaiess of 
Him in Rome. 
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CHAPTER XXVL 

PauTs Voyage. — His Shipivreck on an 
Island. 

The voyage to Rome being de- 
termined on, Paul, along with some 
other prisoners, was committed to 
the charge of Julius, a centurion of 
'Caesar's band. Fom* faithful friends, 
Luke the writer of his life, Timothy, 
Aristarchus, and Tychicus, accom- 
panied him. 

Before their ship left the coasts 
of Asia, they touched at Sidon, a 
town north of Cilicia, beyond Tyre : 
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here Julius, who treated Paul with 
great courtesy, permitted him to go 
on shore and see his friends. From 
Sidon you may trace their course, as 
it is marked in our map, round the 
island of Cyprus, by the south coast 
of Asia Minor to Myra, a town of 
Lycia. Finding here a ship bound 
for Italy, the centurion took passage 
in it for his party. Passing th^ 
island of Rhodes, they continued 
their course till they reached the 
peninsula of Cnidus, when, the wind 
bemg contrary, they were obliged to 
make for the isle of Crete. 

It was now late in the autumn^ 
and when they came to a safe har- 
bour near the city of Lasea, Paul 
would have persuaded them to wint^ 
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there, as the wind was still against 
them, and sailing dangerous ; he 
foretold indeed, that the voyage, if 
they undertook it, would bring much 
loss and damage to their vessel and 
lading. But his advice was not 
taken, they determined to make for 
the city of Phenice, at the west end 
of the island, as a more convenient 
place to winter in. 

No sooner, however, had they put 
out to sea, than a tremendous wind 
arose, which drove them for three 
days, tossing the ship so fiuiously, 
that in order to lighten her, they 
were obliged to throw their stores 
overboard. Still the wind raged, the 
skies were dark, and all hope of 
being saved, seemed lost. 
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Paul then came among the crew, 
and after having reminded them, that 
they were suffering, because they 
had left, contrary to his advice, their 
safe harbour in Crete, he told them 
to be of good cheer, for that though 
they should lose their ship, there 
should be no loss of any man's life. 
'' For," said he, ^' there stood by, me 
this night, an angel of God, whose I 
am, and whom I serve, saying. Fear 
not, Paul; thou must be brought 
before Caesar, and, lo, God hath given 
thee all them that sail with thee/* 
But Paul added, that they were to 
be cast on a certain island. 

Their condition seemed at this 
time disastrous indeed ; having no 
'compass in those days to guide them. 
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they could not tell where they were 
going ; when they had been driven 
about by the wind for fourteen days, 
they perceived that they were not 
far from land. The sailors finding 
this, would have lowered the boat, 
and tried to save themselves, leaidng 
the passengers to their fate; but 
Paul reminding the centurion of the 
danger of letting those who managed 
the ship leave her, the soldiers 
w»e ordered to cut the ropes, and 
let the boat drift away. Towards 
morning, Paul prevailed on them to 
eat, (for they had taken no regular 
meal for fourteen days,) again as- 
suring them, that they would all be 
saved from this danger. And he took 
bread, and giving thanks to God, 
brake it, and began to eat ; and they 
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were cheered by his words, and ate 
also. It was then determined to try 
and effect a landing, but the ship ran 
aground, and was broken by the 
force of the waves. 

The hard-hearted soldiers would 
now have killed the prisoners, lest 
they should escape ; but the centu- 
turion, wishing to save Paul, kept 
them from thek purpose, and com- 
manded all who could swim, to throw 
themselves into the sea, while the 
others fastened themselves to boards, 
or other broken parts of the ship ; 
and they all got safe to shore. 

Thus were Paul's predictions proved 
true ; they lost their lading and their 
ship, but there was no loss of any 
man's life ; and they were cast upon 
m island. 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



ch. xxvil] of the gospel. 167 



CHAPTER XXVIL 

Pauts Adventures in the Island of Melita. 
His Voyage to Rome. 

The island on which Paul and his 
companions in danger were cast, was 
Melita. The inhabitants shewed them 
great kindness, kindling a fire for 
them, because it was cold and rainy. 

A remarkable circmnstance which 
now happened to Paul, attracted 
their attention. He had gathered 
a bundle of sticks, and as he lay theni 
oh the fire, there came out a viper 
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and fastened on his hand. Now 
when these poor uncivilized people 
saw the venomous creature hang on 
his hand, ^' they said among them- 
selves, no doubt this man is a mur- 
derer, whom, though he hath escaped 
the sea. Divine vengeance suffereth 
not to live." But Paul was miracu- 
lously preserved from the bite of the 
venomous animal ; " he shook it off 
into the fire, and felt no harm/' 
According to his Lord's assurance to 
his fsuthful followers, that ^^ they 
should take up serpents, and if they 
drank a;iy deadly drink, it should 
not harm them." 

The islanders, however, looked at 
him, expecting to see him swollen or 
UMen down dead. But after they 
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had looked a long while, and saw no 
harm come to him, they changed their 
minds, and said that he was a God. 

Paul and his friends were hospi- 
tably entertained by Publius, the 
chief man of the island. And while 
they were in his house, Paul worked 
a miracle on his father, who lay sick 
of a fever, and restored him to health. 

After three months' stay in this 
island, they got a passage on board 
a vessel bound for Italy. On their 
way thither, they touched at Syra- 
cuse in Sicily, and afterwards making 
for the coast of Italy, touched at 
Puteoli, now Puzzeoh, a sea-port in 
the kingdom of Naples. They found 
here some Christian brethren, with 
whom they were permitted to remain 
p 
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a week ; after which, they proceeded 
towards Rome. 

We may easily imagine Paul's 
feelings as he approached this great 
capital. Persecution and suffering 
had met him in every city he had 
ever entered; now he .was already 
in bonds, and about to plead his 
cause before the Emperor, — one who 
knew httle of Christians, but as a 
despised sect among the Jews, whom 
he had once permitted his subjects 
to persecute. Very cheering it must 
have been then to him, when he was 
met at a little distance by a number 
of Christians, who went out from the 
city to welcome the holy stranger. 
He returned thanks to God, we are 
told, and his heart took courage. 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



Ch. XXVIII.] OF THE GOSPEL. 171 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Paul at Rome. 

When they arrived in Rome, the 
centurion delivered over his charge 
to the Roman government. Paul 
appears to have been treated with 
kindness; he was not committed to 
prison, but was suffered to hire a 
house, and a soldier was appointed 
to guard him there. 

So placed, the Apostle was able 
to follow up his Christian labours 
unmolested. His enemies, had they 
wished it, dared not injure him, nor 
any one who chose to go- to r him. 
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while he was under the protection of 
the Roman Government. 

A large number of Jews met at 
his house, soon after his arrival, 
wishing to hear him declare the 
Christian faith ; he explained to them 
. their own Scriptures, (which we call, 
you know, the Old Testament,) and 
shewed them that the Christ there 
spoken of, was come. Of these his 
hearers, " some," we are told, " be- 
lieved, and some believed not." 

Among the Gentiles, he met with 
more success. In the royal palace 
even, Paul the prisoner was honoured ; 
there were '^ saints," or Christians, 
among Caesar's household. Thus 
were his Lord's words fiilfiUed to 
Paul, '' Thou shalt bear witness of 

^ at Rome." 
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And here Luke's history ends. 
We wish he had written more, but 
his intention was not so much to give 
us the Uves of the Apostles, as the 
planting of Christianity in the civi- 
lized world. He therefore only tells 
us how the Gospel was preached to 
the Jews and Samaritans, and after- 
wards to the Gentiles, down to the 
time of its being planted in Rome; 
from whence, under the care of God's 
Spirit, it would naturally spread 
through the remaining part of the 
civilized world. 

The little more I can tell you of 
this great Apostle, must be drawn 
from his own writings; for Luke, his 
faithful friend and companion, adds 
no more, than that he remained two 
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years in Rome, dweUing in his own 
hired house* 

While he lived in Rome, he did 
not lose sight of his Christian friends 
afar off, nor did they forget Mm. 
The Christians of Philippi and Co- 
losse, sent messengers to him with 
presents, to supply his wants; and 
he wrote long letters (Epistles, as 
they are called) to them, containing 
instructions and advice, which are as 
useful to Christians now, as they 
were then. There is also a private 
letter, which you will one day be 
delighted to read, from Paul, to a 
wealthy Christian of Colosse, named 
Philemon, asking him to pardon a 
run-away slave called Onesimus, 
whom Paul had just converted to 
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Christianity^ and who was now re- 
turning to his master. 

After Paul recovered his liberty, 
he appears to have remained some 
time in Italy, preaching in diffa^irt 
parts of that country ; by some per- 
sons it is supposed that he afterwards 
went to Spain ; from some of his 
letters we find, that he returned 
bcmieward by Crete to Jerusalem, 
and then to his church at Antioch. 

This feithfiil servant of Christ was 
now advanced in life. For thirty 
years he had been labouring to spread 
the knowledge of his Lord and 
Master, through the world ; to tell 
to all who would listen to him, 
'^ the things that belonged unto their 
peace,'* the words of eternal life — on 
which their peace and wel&re in an- 
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other world depended. Of his suf- 
ferings in this cause, I have told you 
enough to raise your admiration and 
compassion, yet you have heard only 
a small part. You shall read his 
own account of them, in a letter to 
the Corinthians. 

^' Of the Jews," says he, '' five 
times I received stripes save one ; 
thrice was I beaten with rods ; once 
was I stoned ; thrice I suffered ship- 
wreck; a night and a day have I 
been in the deep; in joumeyings 
often ; in perils of waters ; in perils 
of robbers; in perils by mine own 
countrymen; in perils by the Hea- 
then ; in perils in the city ; in perils 
in the wilderness; in perils in the 
sea; in perils among false brethren: 
in weariness and painfulness; in 
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watcfaings often; in hunger and 
thirst; in fastings often ; in cold and 
nakedness; and besides all these 
things^ that which cometh on me 
daily^ the care of all the churches.** 

Yet our venerable Apostle wa& 
still unwearied in his labours. This 
world was not his place of rest: 
strong in the help of the Holy Spirit, 
he set forth again on his travels. 
On this his last journey, he first 
visited his churches in Greece ; then 
returning to Asia, he sailed from 
Troas for Rome, that he might assist 
the Church he had formed in that 
city, during the temptations and suf- 
ferings to which it was exposed. 

He found things sadly changed 
indeed, since he had left it. A great 
and dreadful persecution of the Chris- 
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tians had taken place^ under the 
authority of the barbarous Nero ; it 
lasted four years. Twice we read, 
Paul had been brought before that 
Emperor, and at length, towards the 
close of the tyrant's life, (as we are 
told by some Christian, but not in- 
spired writers,) the Apostle's trials 
and his labours ceased-r-he was put 
to death ; it is believed that he was 
beheaded. 

Not long before his death, he 
wrote his Second Epistle to Timothy, 
then head or bishop of the church 
of Ephesus. In this letter, the aged 
servant of Christ thus speaks of his 
death, which he foresaw was near at 
hand. '' I am ready,** says he, " to 
be offered, and the time of my de- 
parture is at hand; I hay^^fought a 
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good fight, I have finished my course, 
I have kept the faith ; henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of 
glory, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, shall give me at that day; 
and not to me only, but to all who 
love his appearing," 

Mark these last words, dear chil- 
dren, '^ to all who love his appear- 
ing," this crown of glory shall be 
given by our righteous Judge. Let 
us live as those who are looking for 
their Lord, and then we shall love 
his appearing, and rejoice in his 
presence for ever. 



R. CLAYy PRINTER, BREAD-STREET-HILL. 
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*' These Dialogues are. in part, tlie sabstance of real convena- 
tiont held by a parent with lier little girl, which were afterward 
compoaed in a more syateniatic form for her use. The Writer, 
bavinf found that they completely aniwered the pnrpoM In- 
tended, ventures to offer this little boolK to mothers, in the hope 
that they may find it serviceable towards that necessary fonoaa- 
tiou of Chrisaan knowledge->a familiarity with tiie facts of 
Gospel history, and an intimate acquaintance with the personal 
character of Jesus C\ktiMt."—Aiah4iT*» /V^^K«« 
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